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her work for me to a standstill, I gave notice that it would have
to be altered.
More wounded came at trie beginning of this week, 14 English.
There were already over 20 Belgians.
Knowledge of soldiers : a grenadier at Thorpe Hall, wounded,
told Alcock on Wednesday that the Germans had a gun with a
range of 22 miles !
Monday, November i6th.
Yesterday I received a letter from Maj.-Gen. Heath1 (com-
manding South Midland Div.) asking if I would be Military
Representative on Thorpe Division Emergency Committee (for
preparations against invasion). I answered I would, but that
as I was regularly criticising the War Office in the Press, and
might continue to do so, perhaps he would not care to have me.
This morning he wired me to meet him at 1.45 at Crown Hotel
here. As I was going there two cars full of him and his staff
passed me. I can't distinguish ranks by uniforms, but most of
these men had red round their hats, and I knew that that meant
importance. Ryder (landlord) took my card into the room where
the officers were. A middle-aged officer came out: " Are you
General Heath ? " I asked. " Oh, no," he said, rather alarmed.
General Heath then came out, and took me into the room.
A man about 55, tallish and thin, with a good grey moustache.
He had just begun to smoke a briar. He said at once that my
journalism needn't affect the situation at all. He asked me
whether I was in favour of civilians sniping at soldiers—* murder-
ing ' them. I said emphatically I was not, and that I thought
the idea absurd. (Evidently he had read Wells's letter to The
Times advocating this, and had heard it discussed.) He said
he was glad to hear my view, which was his own. Speaking
with slight feeling he said that if he caught any civilian ' over
there' doing it, he should deal with him. I suppose he meant
after the British had reached German territory. He then said
laughing, that Sullivan (who was in the room, and on his staff
as interpreter 1) believed in sniping by civilians. He said one of
my duties would be to get intelligence. He introduced me to
his representative. Captain Chesney, and thanked me very
much, and I said " Not at all. Not at all. Only too glad,"
and I departed, after ten minutes.
1 Maj.-Gen. H. N. C. Heath, C.B.
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